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1 When the Sov,iet bloc countries broke off diplomatic relations after th(? war of June 1967, this was -presented m Isra,elas if it were more their loss than Israel s, and that the rupture would be short lived. 
2 When the first African countries severed relations in the early 1970s, it was described as a meaningless gesture involving a small number of �oslern re�imes who had always been anti-Israel anyway. 
3 When President Sadat of Egypt repeatedly threatened war from 197� to 1973 if Israel did not :pull back, Pnme Minister Golda Meir retaliated by pro­mising Sadat a "•bloody nose", and she proclaimed that were the Arabs to start a war she would "feel sorry for the Ara;bs." Defence Minister General Dayan added further spice when he dismissed Sadat's warnings by prophesying a " six hour wa·r." 
4 When the potential power of the oil weapon was first debated it was dis­counted in Israel and elsewhere as an empty threat since, other reasons apart. the Arabs could not drink their oil and were thus as dependent on the major oil consumers as vice versa.

5 When the rush to sever di,plomatic relations began in earnest, the Israeli authorities and media at first rationalised and a•bsorbed each such announcement. Israelis were exhorted to take comfort in the continuing relations with impor­tant_ countries like Ethiopia, Kenya, Tan­zania, Uganda, Ghana, Nigeria and even Cuba. Ml of these broke relations soon afterwards. 
6 Be�ore the war. of October 1973, the Israeli economy was at the height of a hoom. In contrast with the depression and high unemployment prior to the 1967 war, investment was ·strong, the growth rate was high and there was, if anything, a shortage of labour. Convinced that her military power was supreme and that her new frontiers were immutable, Israel turned a deaf ear and a 'blind eye to the new, developing realities beyond her 

borders as she began to embark on this "good life." It was in this. complac mood that she disrega:rded ,the advice� her :" outsider " friends W.ho- ·warned thather state of euphoria was, based faHacy and that the bubble -would � day burst with . an ahnighty: ·bang. Attime, and despite the enonnous mill budget, there was so much'. money a that the average Israeli bec_;ttne a tomed to a standard of liv,ing not short of that of his European co part, and the prevailing mood was prosperity had at last ar:r�ved and here to stay. The massive. -devaluati the Israeli pound a year·aifter the O hostilities, and· the drastic increases the prices . of _basic ·commodiies wbifollowed m its wake, ·shatteredl economic hopes of that time and ace :ited the divisions within Israeli soci itself. Social •,problems that hac t·been 4jf regarded and other issues that ha:d bejijJ neglected soon began • to reas.sert them, selves, and in the end 1:hey might proye more dangerous than the tensions with Israel's neighbours. Despite these sobe,i;­ing developments, in many.c'tmportant respects the complacency of ,that periqJJ and its accompanying myd).s�1have � not been convincingly eX:purgated frQJD the minds of the leaders and; people 'Of Israel. • ,.f ·
' 1 !,ii' .. 7 When in the early period'of,the occu�­tion tlhe first demonstrations and protests in support of the PLO took ,place in the West Bank and Gaza, they,• were missed as either the unruly beha: of undisciplined schoolohildren, o panic actions of shopkeepers terrorist threats. Despite • the evidence of the growing reali Palestinian nationalism, thi� • s continued to prevail in subsequent to such an extent that mainstream oninion was genuinely shoc�ed wh West Bank went into moiirning lsiiaeli marksmen had assassinated PLO leaders in Beirut in mi\:! 1973. a:11 the wrong lessons were (learnt this experience too (some·· even that the "libera:lism " of Israel's o tion was at the root of t'he,,troubl was most notably evidenced three later when the outcome :of tlie 

Bank municipal elections became known. Most informed observers of the scen_e took it for granted that pro-PLO candi­dates would be victorious, as indeed they were. But even with the advantages of proximity and a sophistJicated intelligence network, somehow tl!e results came � a sur:prise to the Israeh government which suffered a minor crisis because of the rec!"iminations which followed. 
As Israel's isolation bas grown, ber leaders have been reduced to comforting themselves with the dwindling belief that America will always stand by her. Israeli propaganda elsewhere has almost completely dried up and has beeo. replaced by extensive and increasingly sophisticated pro-Arab and pro-PLO propaganda. Nearly all Israel's resources have -long been concentrated on her lobby in the American Congress, and it is revealing that every statement in her favour by a us Senator or Representative gets immediate publicity out of all pro­portion to its worth. To many Israeli commentators, the election of Henry Jackson as the next president at one time seemed to be a foregone conclusion, but even had they been right the pressures on him to tilt American policy more and more towards the Ara:bs would have been no less irresistalble than they will be for President Carter. 
Israel's descent into self 

delusion 
-----.,,.-------The precariousness of Israel's existence, from her •inception onwards, necessitated an unusually keen sense of survival on the part of her leaders and citizens. Her creation from the germ of an idea, her ability to withsta·nd the onslaught of her neighbours, and her progress and develop­ment during the early years, were due largely to the ingenuity of her people and their skills in out thinking and out manoeuvring those who sought to destroy her. These talents were acquired during a period when Israel's survival was still in the bafance, and when one false move or serious misjudgment could have led to fatal repercussions. The Six Day war, which appeared to put an end ro Israel's secui,ity .problems (although 

the " secure borders " did not prevent the atrocious massacres of the last few years), instead dulled those extraordinary instincts which insecurity bad bred. Be­cause Israel came to believe that she no longer bad a security problem, her people began to think as if that were indeed true. After nineteen years of near suffoca­tion, against a ·backoloth of two millenia of precarious existence, it is hardly sur­:Pri9ing that the Jews of Israel were eager to believe that no lon·ger would they have to depend on anyone else to guaran­tee their survival as they were now fully a:ble to do so themselves. They were thus perfectly happy to sit precisely where they were for an indefinite period-unless and until the Araibs finally agreed •to come rmmd to doing things Israel's way. Having acquired that strategic outlook, Israel effectively stopped looking for alternative procedures and stopped listen­ing to alternative ideas. She did not believe she needed to. 
It was in this stupor that she began to lose the diplomatic struggle around the world, t>hat she virtually cµ-opped out of the propaganda battle, aod that she failed to appreciate the true aspirations, the grim determination and the improved capaJbilities of the Arabs. And so she got caught napping on Yorn Kippur. This stupor remains ,responsible for the residual myths that stili dominate the basis of Israeli thinking, of whioh the most prominent are that the demise of the PLO is imminent, and that the Palestinian problem can be ·resolved with­out their having their own nation state. On the contrary, although the Palestinians have suffered yet another shattering set­,baok at the hands of their Arab brothers, when Lebanon finally comes to terms twith itse1f, the PLO will regroup with many more embittered recruits, and -the Palestinian oause will ,become increas­ingly acceptalble to " respecta,ble " world opinion and particularly popular among the young �which was_ O!l,Ce Israel's pre­serve). In t1m'f>-even 1.f 'It means getting iround an Ame1foan veto-the PLO might well take Israel's place in the agencies ,of the UN, ,and a number of countries might declare that they are considering withdrawing their recognition of Israel's 
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