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tbut not necessarily by his Christian 
neighbour who often tried to hide or pro­
tect him). Massacre proceeded all through 
northern France and the Rhineland, 
wherever the 'poor men • passed. In 
Treves, Worms, Mainz, Cologne and else­
where, ancient and prosperous communi­
ties were · utterly destroyed. During the 
third Crusade, at the end of the twelfth 
century, the Jews of England shared the 
fate of their brethren of the Rhineland. 

"The alleged reason for hatred of our 
people frequently changed from religious, 
to economic, to social, to political. to 
racial and back to religious, as did also 
the form of oppression or Jew baiting. 
Eastern Europe under Tsarist domination, 
for example, made its unique contribu­
!ion ~o the sto9' of persecution by herd­
mg its Jews mto ghettoes, whose iron 
gates were locked at sunset, to be opened 
only at the pleasure of the Cossacks 
whose sporting instinct would suddenly 
and ar~itrarily be vented through the 
unleashing of a pogrom (usually with the 
approval, if not on the instructions, of the 
authorities), whose stakes were rape, loot 
and murder ; man. woman and child. It 
was in fact from the depths of despair 
and misery of the Russian and Polish 
ghettoes that the seed of hope for the 
future began to emerge ; a future in which 
a Jew could live as a normal human be­
ing undertaking normal human tasks, free 
from fear and persecution ; a hope which 
promised self fulfilment ; spiritually, emo­
tionally and physically. The · slogan was 
national liberation for the Jews· and the 
political philospohy was called 'zionism. 
a philosophy which demanded for Jews 
the same right as all ,people claim for 
themselves ; national self detennination. 

"Zionism was first expounded as a co­
herent political philosophy by Theodor 
Herzl in a brief book called The Jewish 
State. which he wrote~ ~896 at the age 
o~ 36., Herzl was an assimilated. socialist, 
Viennese Jew who first knowingly en­
countered anti-Jewish sentiment when the 
editor of the paper on which he worked 
suggested he change his name so as not 
to upset the readership. Herzl reacted 
strongly against the suggestion, but was 
only jolted out of his belief that the 

• Jewish problem • had been solved when 
covering the trial of the French Jewish 
Captain Dreyfus and witnessing the 
French mob screaming ' a bas les luifs • 
at his .degradation. He devoted the re­
mainder of his life to nurturing and can­
vassing the notion of a Jewish homeland. 

... Having originally ~n driven from their 
homeland by force of arms and scattered 
round the . world, our ancestors were 
degraded and humiliated wherever they 
went and could not escape from their 
rol«? ~ ~ universal scapegoat ; an 
easily identifiable, defenceless minority. 
Tho world created a • Jewish problem ' 
and then attempted to impose many and 
varied solutions: forced conversion or 
perish by the sword ; ghettoes and pog­
roms; barred from a multitude of occu• 
pations, forced into others such as money­
lending because of Catholic laws against 
charging interest, and then persecuted for 
being lecherous usurers ; expulsion from 
one country and then another; laws 
against the practice of our religion. 
Finally, when some of our own communi­
ties voluntarily opted for a physically 
painless solution ; inter-marriage and as­
similation, such as was proceeding at an 
unprecedented rate in Germany in the 
fint thirty years of the twentieth centurY, 
the world. affronted by such presumption, 
produced its own • final solution ' in the 
form of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party. 
Their early acts of racialist legislation ; 
the obligatory wearing of yellow stars, 
the abrupt denial of all political, . legal 
and civil rights, the Jewish literature bon­
fire nights, were soon surpassed by a 
declaration of war on our entire people, 
defenceless and weary. The terrifying 
knock in the middle of the night, the 
cattle trucks, the gas ovens. The system­
atic slaughter of six million of our people 
whoso only crime was to be born Jewish, 
or to have a Jewish parent. or grand· 
parent-• even until tho third generation.' 

. . . 

"The war over, and genocide not quite ac­
complished. there were hundreds of thous­
ands of Jewish refugees liberated frorP 
concentration camps. Tho countries of Uie 
world shamefacedly declared that tbeY 
had their own problems, and regretfullY 
could l).Ot absorb our remnants. Besides, 

wo were not altogether keen to rebuild 
our lives in the blood soaked continent of 
Europe. After so many had trotted like 
sheep , into a fiery death, with less than 
half of the Jewish population of the world 
remaining, the Jewish psyche suddenly 
and irrevocably changed ; there was to be 
no begging. Our cry was a simple • never 
again.' and so it remains. There was no 
place left to go, but we had no intention 
of ' sinking into the sea, with or without 
the aid of British gunboats. The final 
realisation had dawned that there was only 
one salvation ; national liberation and self 
determination. The world has never pro­
tected us, nor will it ever. After all why 
should it? No one protects other peoples, 
they stand and defend themselves, as we 
will. We shall fight for the restoration of 
our national rights in our former home­
land and woe betide anyone who tries to 
stop us. We are a desperate people, we 
have no choice. 

"The British tried to stop us, we kicked 
them out. The Arabs terrorised our 
people, we used counter-terror. However, 
the shocking massacre at Deir Yassin 
(although no worse than the Arab mas­
sacre of Jews in Hebron in 1929) was 
uncharacteristic and condemned by the 
Jewish authorities at the time. We were 
prepared to live in peace with them ; but 
the Arabs, under the leadership of the 
extremely anti-Semitic Mufti of Jeru­
salem, that most lpyal ally of Adolf Hitler, 
refused to accept any peaceful accommo­
dation. ' Partition was our one and only 
remaining chance of survival. 

"The UN overwhelmingly supported· the 
re-establishment of the state of Israel, the 
Arab league tried to squeeze us to death 
at birth. Hopelessly outnumbered, we de­
feated the combined force of six invading 
Arab armies. They were flghtin~ for more 
land and enhanced presti~. We fought 
for our very existence. The Palestinians 
are Arabs, or so thev insist. Yet there is 
so mu• _. Arab land. uninhabited, un­
CQltivatett They could be resettled over 
niRht: :as -Israel has settled over a mntion 
JO'flish refugees who fled from Arab 
countries, but the Arab states allow them 
to fester in refusree camDS on our borders 
to be used as political pawns against us. 
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There is only one Jewish state, it is small, 
it is new, but it is ours. If the world wants 
to rob us of it, the world will suffer with 
us before we finally succumb. No longer 
will we be herded like sheep according to 
the whims of the world. 

.. Having voted us into existence in 1947, 
the world stood by in 1948 expecting us 
to perish. We survived, and not by the 
grace of anyone else. 20 years later Nasser 
evicted the UN peace keeping troops from 
Sinai. The UN accepted the eviction. 
Nasser closed the Straits of Tiran to our 
shipping; Britain and America promised 
all and then stood by and watched. Arab 
leaders flew in and out of each others' 
capitals signing war pacts. The only thing 
they can agree on is our destruction. 
President Nasser of Egypt (the land of 
our ancient taskmasters) proclaimed a 
Jihad (holy war). Ahmed Shukairy, leader 
of the Palestine- liberation organisation, 
promised to• drive the Jews into the sea.' 
Even a broadcast by the supposedly 
moderate King Hus.,ein included some 
most immoderate words. • Kill the Jews 
wherever you find them. Kill them with 
your hands, with your nails and teeth.• 
The world still stood by urging us to 
ignore the Arab threats, but we ignored 
similar threats in the 'thirties and we have 
learned our lesson. So we struck, as we 
had to. No one was going to help us. no­
one ever has, and we cannot fight a war 
on our densely populated territory. The 
Arabs can lose hundreds of wars. We can­
not afford to lose one and hope to survive 
to tell the tale. 

"The war was swift, civilian casualties 
low, and we, the victors, immediately 
sued for peace. Yet we were proclaimed 
the aggressors, and the Arabs would not 
negotiate with aggressors, and the blind 
world appears to support them in that 
view. Well the world can think what it 
likes ; each country has its own vested 
interest, they are not guided by the iustice 
of-each case. We were given no choice. 
Had we been driven into the sea, the 
world would have weot a crocodile tear 
and the liberal conscience of the West 
would have been salved bv an annual 
eoitaoh. Sn sorrv not to obliee. We with­
drew in 1956 and look where that got us I 





4. from the perspectives 
towards a solution 

Attempts to " impose " a solution from 
outside the arena have often been sug­
gested, and occasionally encouraged by 
some Arab states, especially since 1967 ; 
but both the Palestinians and the Israelis 
have invariably outbid each other in re­
jecting all such proposals. No doubt the 
combined forces of the outside world 
could dictate terms which each party 
would unwillingly be forced to recognise 
as facts ; but such an imposition would 
deal with the symptoms only, and where­
as it is possible that this could have posi­
tive feed back effects, it is more likely 
that the failure to deal with the funda­
mental causes would exacerbate and 
lengthen the conflict, leading, at best, to 
the postponement of a genuine and 
agreed solution and, at worst, to an ulti­
mate an_d more powerful explosion with 
world wide consequences. Unlike so many 
other conflicts the problem is not simply 
about territorial issues : the return of 
occupied territories captured in the 1967 
episode ; the right to use the Jordan river 
water for irrigation ; the control of ship­
ping_ t~ou~ the _Gulf of ~quaba; the 
administration of Just any disputed city ; 
and land and money to resettle refugees. 

If problems such as these were really 
the crux of the conflict, it would be a 
matter of when and not if a solution 
could be found. It has been suggested that 
the core of the problem is, on the one 
hand, Arab dignity and pride, and, on the 
other, Jewish survival. (See, " Is peace in 
the Middle East possible?" by Walter 
Laquer in The Israel/Arab reader.) Super­
ficially, the former can only be fully satis­
fied with the elimination of Israel ; but 
attempts at this have succeeded only in 
aggravating Israeli fears, leading to a 
greater vigilance and single mindedness 
on the part of Israel, whose subsequent 
military victories have caused an even 
deeper wounding of Arab dignity. So the 
mutually nourishing fears have continued 
to fuel the spiral in wider, never ending 
circles. The conflict is charged with emo­
tion, a factor which many commentators 
choose to ignore because of a facile be­
lief that the rigours of objectivity require 
rational factors only to be considered ; 
that emotion should play no part. The 
fact remains, however, that emotion plays 

a highly significant part and no amount 
of economic, military or diplomatic aid 
can eliminate it. By strengthening the re­
spective military and propaganda mach­
ines, such aid may indeed only aggravate 
the emotional factors by reinforcing the 
perceived threat of the other party. 

In the more recent past, however, events 
ha".e cause_d the Palestinians to perceive 
their fear m rather different terms from 
that of their Arab brethren. Pride and 
dignity might continue to be the prime 
motivating forces of the other Arabs, but 
the not altogether unsuccessful attempt of 
the Jordanian authorities to eliminate the 
Palestinian resistance movement in Sep­
tember 1970, while the other Arab states 
did little more than murmur disapproval, 
has bred in the Palestinians a much 
greater fear. It would be more accurate 
to say, therefore, that while the other 
Arabs continue to fear for their dignity 
and pride, the Palestinians, like the 
Israelis, fear for their very survival. Any 
proposed solution should take full 
account of these major fears and of the 
fact that both the Palestinians and the 
Israelis quite genuinely believe they 
"have no alternative." 

two branches 
of the same tree 
In assessing the prospects of an ultimate 
solution, or at least initially a modus 
vivendi, it must first be decided whether 
the conflict is zero sum or, in other 
words, whether the satisfaction of the 
minimum objectives of one party is neces­
sarily exclusive of the satisfaction of the 
minimum objectives of the other. Super­
ficially, the two fears appear irreconcil­
able. That was probably more true, para­
doxically, in 1948 than at present. The 
objectives of the invading Arab armies in 
1948 were at least partly territorial gain. 

With the overthrow of most of the Arab 
monarchies (except in Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia) in the 'fifties, and the establish­
ment of new regimes, together with de­
feat in three successive wars, the primary 
objective of the Arab states today ap­
pears to be the restoration of Arab dig­
nity which, as a minimum, requires the 
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~~~ IN AGENCY CAMPS ON 
30 JUNE, 1968 BY COUNTRY OF 
~!DENCE 

% refugee 
country camps persons population 
eastern 
Jordan 5 89,681 31.2 
west bank 20 66,497 24.6 
Gaza 8 195,879 62.4 
Lebanon IS 78,449 47.2 
Syria 6 23,726 15.9 
TOTAL 54 454,232 33.3 
Notes: 1) This table does not include dis­
placed persons and registered refugees liv­
ing in tented camps (see TABLE V). 2) In 
general, refugees living outside the UNRWA 

. camps reside in the towns and villages of 
the host country and receive the same 
services as those in the camps, with the 
exception of sanitary services. Economi­
cally speaking, they are hardly any differ­
ently off from the refugees living in camps. 
3) This table takes account of all regis­
tered refugees living in camps and housed 
by the agency, whatever the welfare they 
receive. 4) No account is taken of refu­
gees living in camps who, while benefiting 
from sanitation services, are not housed 
by the agency. Source: United Nations. 
TABLE V 
DISPLACED PERSONS AND REGIS­
TERED REFUGEES IN TENTED 
CAMPS ON 30 JUNE, 1968 

country camps persons 
eastern Jordan 6 78,400 
Syria 4 7,746 
TOTAL 10 86,146 
Note: There are two types of camps in 
Jordan at the present time: those of 1948 
and those of 1967. About 50 per cent of 
the persons displaced after 1967 came 
from camps on the west bank of the 
Jordan, while the other half were in em­
ployment and did not live in the camps. 
In legal terms, therefore, there are two 
classes: refugees, and displaced persons, 
the latter (a'?<?ut 280,000 persons) being 
the responsibility of the Jordanians. 
Source: United Nations. 
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acquisition of national rights by the 
Palestinian Arabs in (if not all) some of 
the land of Palestine. Such an objective, 
which would satisfy the minimum Pales­
tinian aspiration, does not in itself ex­
clude a similar minimum objective of the 
Israelis, namely the continuation of the 
national rights of the Jewish people in (if 
not all) some of the land of Israel. The 
major causes and the minimum objectives 
of Palestinian nationalism (the self deter­
mination of the Palestinian people on 
Palestinian soil), and Zionism or Jewish 
nationalism (the self determination of the 
Jewish people on the soil of Zion) are the 
essential factors of their similarity ; and 
this is the greatest irony of all. 

Palestinian nationalism was born of dis­
persion ; a people who fled from invading 
armies. Some scattered to different parts 
of the world, a much larger number 
settled in the Arab diarpora, rarely losing 
the desire or belief that they would return 
" home." This phenomenon of the Pales­
tinian wandering from one Arab land to 
another, assuming positions of responsi­
bility but rarely feeling nor given cause to 
feel that he is a full citizen with the same 
rights as the indigenous population (this 
is especially true of Kuwait and the 
coastal provinces of the Arabian penin­
sula), has led, with apparent irony, to his 
being compared with the " wandering 
Jew," and to his national aspirations be­
ing referred to as " Palestinian Zionism." 
The majority, however, were settled in 
refugee camps on the outskirts of their 
former land (see tables IV and V opposite 
and others) and it was amidst their 
misery and despair that a new unity and 
a new hope began to flourish. The in­
di.fierence of the world, the impotence of 
their Arab brothers, the sharing of a com­
mon adversary, created a sense of 
national identification different from and 
greater than that which had existed previ­
ously. Circumstances had also created a 
new Palestinian psyche ; a desire to fight 
for themselves and rely on no one else, 
although help from any quarter would 
naturally not be rejected. It was the 
miserable refugees in the camps who 
formed the spearhead of this new convic­
tion and its subsequent movement. The 
ruthlessness and single mindedness of 




















